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The Anited Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada 


Dominion Meadquarters 


23 PRINCE ARTHUR AVENUE TELEPHONE (416) 923-7921 


TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA MS5R 1B2 


January 27, 1976 


Dee He ‘Co Burleigh 

33 Ontario Street, Apartment 507 
Kingston, Ontario 

K7L 5E3 

Dear Dr. Burleigh: 


I inserted in this Autumn Gazette a list of all titles of 
your March speeches given to the Bay of Quinte Branch 
along with honourable comments about you. 


Would you please provide me with a copy for our 
Headquarters! Library of your paper--A Tale of Loyalist 
Heroism--Sarah (Kast) McGinnis, also Lt. Henry 
Simmons” Journal, 1777 - 1778. I could photocopy these 
and return them if you wish, 

I hope you are enjoying very good health. 


Yours sincerely, 


E, J. Chard 

Chairman, Dominion Headquarters 
and 

Editor, The Loyalist Gazette 
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T1E RICHARD FAMILY OF THE BAY OF QUINTE. 


TH 


he Passport issued on 3rd Sept., 1722, to Jean Rte. Machard is a very 
revealing document, It allowed him to take his wife and three children fron 
Montreal to the Miami village of OQuietanen on the banks of the Webash River, 
Southwest of Detroit, It relates that hid Miami wife, a native of Oulatanon, 
had been continuously ili during their two years residence in Montreal, and 
wished to return te her birthnlace to recover her health, The illness was 


very likely a truc case of homesickness. 


Jean Pantiste was evidently pleased with his transfer, as he was ks 


the commander of the Post, asd he was needed as a blacksmith, as well as a 


goo@ internreter and a man of good will to serve in the cormrersation which he 


bate 


Ss obliged to holc for the interests of the savages, we have permitted Jean 


Richard te return to said nost. 


The subsecment history of the family is very sketchy. Ths these children 
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could have increased to ten, or more, Suganne merried Gilbert arant, a rch 
in Detroit, dean, if we trust Grandfather's Tale, was in conflict with the 
SOE Ky weided ed, doowt four vears Later. he eseaned , an 1 ds 
Ps eo icme — o anel there peg pee e x) a See ae - , a ae a ee Seo “ay - be | 
his way east, and ermded up in a commimity on the Mohawk Aiver, ater to become 
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married Francois Goder, Yer descendants thrive in the Chicago region. Nothing 


is known of other ehildren, But, whe tichard, an interpreter i 
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THE RICHARDS FAMILY. 


However, since there was undoubtedly a priest with La Salle's party at that 
time, it is possible that they were married in accordance with church 
regulations. If so, the event does not appear to have been entered in any k 
parish register, As can be shown, such marriages are found entered is some 
established parish at a later date. Whether or not a second ceremony was 
performed is not known, At least we know that Marie-/nne is shown as having 
been born in 179). Sinee Pierre You is recorded as having married Madelein 
Just in Montreal in 1697, it must be assumed that Elizabeth Sauvagesse was 
dead, or had returned to her people in the Detroit region, The situation is 
further complicated by the fact that Marie-Anne is shown as having married 


in Montreal in 1718. 


IN MIAMI COUNTRY. 
I have satisfied myself that there was an established connection 
betwren we Richard meas ae the Miami-Detroit country. Jean-Baptiste 


Richard nad married wid hese You in Montreal on 15 April, 1718, on the 


same da ite as the baptism of their aeneny ne Suzanne e This fact lik wal indicated, 
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that they had been united in slain a a region where “phere was ne reg ularly 


established parish. The ceremony may well have been performed by a missionary 
to the Miamis, Other instances of this type have been demonstrated in similar 
situations, It must be recalled that Marie-Anne's mother was Hligabeth 
Sauvagesse, a Miami squaw, who had married, or co-habited, with the famous 
Pierre You, Sieur de la Decouverte. It must be realized that almost anything 
could have happened. Mlizabeth may have died prior to You's second marriasze 
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in 16976 She may have refused to leave her people dn Miami country. You may 
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then have returned to Montreal taking With him their daughter, Narie-Anne, 
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Leaving z Tgabeth, bo her own resources. 
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year he embarked for New France with his regiment as a soldier in 4 


Nene ei. aa B eiiea 2 ‘ ee es | 
Varennes. They arrived at Suebec on the 
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19th August, after a long and tempestuous voyage. The regi 
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despatched to the New World to prot the weakened colony fr ‘3 repeated 
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Lony's population was 2500, of whom 500 resided in “nb 


[wo years later, after Pehard had served Largely in the “ontreel area, 


the regiment returned to France, Michard, however, chose to remakn in 


Canada, Shortly yhereafter he was appointed sereeant in the “Montreal militia, 


In this capacity he\accomantied 
Lawrence River in July, 1673. te Gistablisk a vost ab Cat waqui, which was 
later to be known as Fert Frontenac, When Frontenac and his sarhy departed 
Ao, | viver a short tine Later,; Sergeant Richard was le n chavege of 


os . pert, acting as its first commandan&, Ne continued in charge 


see 3 Sadie returned in 1675 to take conmand, Wchar 72s 
fi C2 iu if L Lea ~ 21 “ +. Segre 
‘ Ay bo a eensus of the Fort in 1677. 
NX TS Vv DIA. Lg" i * "40 +d * + - “ey « a pe -L, ¥ * 
05 Jn Yuck ward wes anvointed sermeeant of t! on at 


INADA OS fay LOGY 7 son Lieutenant of the Vanguard Company at that poste. 
® Sf fae eo VW, Uy pncowscd. as caphain of militia in the Parish of Pointe-aux~ 


Yagmafylay eh Weerntnoal where he had maintained his residence since 1679 


Lue , y i My ‘ ; si Pi pi ae ‘a ra OSPR BNE ny Seas, . oa 
' nee Nrtrrennk warried, on 2 July, 16975, at Montreal, ‘Agnes, daughter of 


D. VALLEY STUART, GRS 
20146 DOYLE COURT 
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI 48236 
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14 March 77 
Dear Dr Burleigh: 


I have not been successful in dealing with your last set of 
questions. I spent a half hour reading Monroe County histories, 
in an attempt to see if some incident occured about 1751 to 
account for Parant's death, but apparently it was nothing major - 
the histories were very scattered from 1712 to 1795. One 

wonders where Denissen got the information, and I can only 
conc*ude it was from some private source 
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The reason for this gap in time is that I thought of some other sources 
to try - namely the manuscript section. I have done this and revealed 
nothing. 


My only last gasp is to find the other spellings of YOU, as I find 

nothing under that spelling. I have a feeling it is HOUDE or HUET 

or something like that. When I get that figured out, I will send 
) along any pages from Denissen. 


sincerely, 


THE RICHARDS FAMILY, 


As there are no further records in the Montreal area parishes of Jean- 
Baptiste Richard, except for the marriage of their only daughter and the 
baptism of her first child, it seems reasonable to believe that they had 
removed elsewhere, And as their daughter's three younger children are 
found mentioned in the parish records at Detroit, I am led to believe that 
the whole family, including their only son, Jean, made the same move to the 
west, All this seems reasonable when it is recalled that the mcther, Marie~ 
Anne, was the daughter of a Miami squaw, and was almost certainly born in 
that country. In other words, the removal was a homecoming to her and her 
family. Indeed, all members of her family, except her husband, could have 
been born there. 

The son, Jean, who was baptized in the Montreal area in November, 17/2l, 
must have accompanied the family to the west. Since there are no further 
known records of his doings in life, and since he is the only Jean Richard 
of suitable age, I feel safe in assuming that he was the ancestor of the 


Loyalist Richards family of the Bay of Quinte, 


OVER THE LAKE TO THE BAY OF QUINTE, 


RL BARAK XAAAK AA KAM KAR XA XK A AHA KH AK ARS KAKA XB ak KR A 


The first record of a Richards residing in the Mohawk Valley of New York 
brings additional evidence of a possible connection with the French Richard 
family. During the early years of the struggle between the French and british 
in: America which ended in the conquest of French Canada, there was a French 
neutral by the name of Richard who was interned in Courtland Manor during 


the conflict. Further evidence came to light when a resident of Fort Hunter 


on the Mohawk River signed his name 'Jean Richard,' and not John Richards. 


nm 


THE RICHARDS FAMILY. ) 


Another item found in the Sir William Johnson Papers may throw further light 
on the situation. It relates to a report submitted by George Croghan, cne 
of Sir William's assistants in the Department of Indian Affairs as early as 
1761. On the 12th January of that pear he reported: 
tat Miaris 
"Riehard, a French Man, Interpreter at 7/6 per Diem." 


This would appear that a Frenchman named Riehard was employed as an interpreter 


tr 


t 7 shillings, 6 pence per day, This could mean that our Jean 
Richard was at Miami ence more, at least temporarily. 

Nothing further has been uncovered regarding John Richards prior to the 
American Revoluticn, although it is known that he had married a woman named 
Elsie, or Alice, and that he had fathered five children, three sons and to 


daughters. Search through church records of the area surrounding Fort Hunter 


{ 


has failed to produce anything of interest to the family. 


Military records show that he joined Butler's Rangers in July, 1777. 
He remained with his regiment as a member of Captain Walter Butler's cosmany 
until 1779, when he was transferred to the Indian Department as an interpreter. 
With him at this time was his eldest son, Owen, then a lad of fifteen, or 
hereabouts, serving as a Volunteer. Records show that John and his son were 
with the party under Major Ross when he led the raid down the Mohawk River 
in October, 1781, Richards then was called an interpreter, with the rank of 
lieutenant. During that same year, Richard was appointed Indian Agent at the 
post of Oswego, on the south shore of Lake Ontario, He continued at Oswego 
until ik 178), when it was turned over to the Americans. 

The Haldimand Papers has a volume which contains a list of settlers in 
Township No. 3 (fredericksburgh) on October Sth, 178). In this list is found 


John Richards, a wife, and two sons and one daughter over ten years of age. 


€ fn added note states that the "woman had gone to the States for her property, 
as land had not run out." This evidently means that the family, while in 
Oswego, had a house and garden, and that irs, Richards had returned there 


to rescue what she could before the Americans moved in. 


That is the Richards Story as I saw it. I may have erred badly, but 1 at 
least made of it a logical story, right or wrong. And there the matter 
© oJ > Oo © 


rested. known only to me. Then, one day I was presented with a brand new 
3 d eS 


version of the family story. I have called it:----~ 


THE TALE OF A GRANDFATHER, 
Genealogy of the Richards Family, Beginning With John ©, Richards, 


) 1790"*1 83) ® 
& Picton, January 26, 1575. 


Dear Children, Grandchildren, and Children's Children: 
As we have no written record of our anecstors and as I am the oldest 
of the fourth generation in my S6th year of my age, I will give you a few 


; 


things from my memory as belated by my grandfather and grandmother. 

My great grandfather was a Welshman, who went to France, by name John 
Richards. He married a French lady and had a family. After a time he became 
one of the King's Body Guard and in the massacre of the Protestants on 5t. 
Bartholomew's day he helped the Royal family to escape through the back 
gardens of the Palace, For ghis he was promoted. 

At this time the French were at war with the Indians in this Country. 
\s fast as their soldiers were killed or died the ranks were filled with 


men from home, What was called conserivts or drafted were brought over as 


) =) soldiers. lit grandfather, John Richards, was one of the number called to 


leave Country, Family, and Friends to serve ag a soldier, Being over 


THE RICHARDS FAMILY. 


eighteen years of age and a likel} active young man, the Conmanding Officer 
aa) 


promoted him to a Lieutenancy in the army, The SLoux Indians were a very 


1 


warlike race and gave them no end of trouble, and the country being all a 


wilderness gave the Indians much advantage, but the French by perceverence 
established themselves from the mouth of the St. Lawrence to the mouth of the 
Mississivni River, In an engagement my grandfather was wounded by a bullet 

in his thigh, was taken prisoner by the Indians, l'e was placed with their 
other vrisoners and when they halted, the Chief cane to see them, He was 
accompanied by his daughter, The Chief had lost a son that day in the battle, 
A Council was held to determine how to dispose of the prisoners and the young 
chiefhainesse begged for Grandfather's life. The old Chief said it would 
only cause trouble, but the daughter plead for his life, saying she would 
cure him and adopt him in her dead brother's place, and her father consented. 
Raa AHS «They extracted the shot but the ball he carried to his gravee 


Ks 


For three years and over he was kept their prisoner, he lived as they lived, 


learned three different Indian languages, During this time they had wandered 


far west, and at the end of three years began to talk of war, The head Chief 
ealled a Council of different tribes to consult on what was best to do, As 


5) 


the tribes came from different parts it 


* 
\ 


was needful that a feast be made, 
So in order to do so they killed most of their dogs and for three days and 
nights held their feast before the Council was held. This feast was called 
a notlateh, For three days and nights they danced, sang, and ate, Of course 
after a time they became weary and one by one drunk and weary they lay down 
to sleep ---~ all but one young sduay left to wateh, They were all soon 
shund asleep and snoring away. My grandfather snored too but with one eye 


open, After a little, the squaw began to nod, till at last overcome by sleep 


she fell asleep. 


THE RICHARDS FAMILY, 8 


& My grandfather said, "Now or Never," and very cautiously crawled out 


and fled, It was full moon in the month of June. He expected that the dogs 


they had left alive would give an alarm, but like their masters they were asleep. 


He ran as fast as he could but in a little while he heard the report of a 
gun, ‘Ss Soon as it came dawn he crawled into a hollow log. Expecting they 
would pursue him he lay there all day, At night he ventured out again, 
eak and weary he still kept travelling on and on, living on greeh leaves, 
roots and such like, He had no guide but the sun moon and starts, He knew 
that white people lived to the east se thither he bent his speps, notknowing 
how far it was but he kent on fording rivers and climbing over hills and 
mountains till at last he reached the settlement of Dutch people at Schoharie, 
N. Y. Then another difficulty presented itself, They spoke Dutch, and between 
) & French, Duteh and English he could not speak any correctly. He made himself 
partly understood, Ne found the people kind and sympathetic, He made his 
home among the British Colony, Among them he became accuainted with a widow 
hamed Wempe, She became his wife and in vrocess of time they had a family of 
five children, three sons and two daughters ~~ Owen i. the eldest, John R, 
Daniel R, The daughters, Jemima, the oldest, Margaret the youngest, Ali 
lived to have families of their own of which I will say more hereafter, 


Just then another difficulty arose, Between England and the Colonies a 


war began, in which Grandfather adhered to the British Standard. He 


the army as a Lieutenant, His wife had to fly for safety, performing the 
| journey of 700 miles on foot, leading one child by the hand and carrying 
another in her arms, Owen, the oldest, joined the ranks as a foot soldier, 
His property was confiscated at the end of seven years war, The United 


) ee) Empire Loyalists settled in Nova Scotia or the wilds of Upper Canada, My 


grandfather chose the latter, received a pension and land, He was then made 


THE RICHARDS FAMILY. 


¥ 


Indian Interpreter and kept the Indian trading post for three years, lie then 


settled on his land in Fredericksburgh, where, I, John Richards, the eldest 


son of Owen Richards, was born on November 5th 1790, and am now in my 86th 


going back to our ancestry we find John R, lst, a Welshman, John 


— 
soe 
bs 
rw 


2nd a Frenchman, the third Owen Richards an American, the fourth John R. a 
Canadian. My grandmother on my mother's side was Hlsa O'Connor from the 


TY o oo 


north of Ireland, Her father's family and some friends came to the Colony 
when she was 17 years old, settled among the Dutch on the Mohawk River where 
my grandfather married her. In religion they were Protestants, though Catholic 
by name such as Margaret O'Connor, Christopher, Owen, Daniel, and so on my 
Grandmother's side so far we are of Irish descent. Of my mother's side I ean 
zy but little, Her father, Benjamin Spencer was from England, The name is 
common, She was born in the state of Conneticut, her parertts died when she 
was young and she came to live with her brother Hazelton Spencer, who 
settled in Fredericksburgh. So on my side there is nglish and American and 
from this anelgan of vaces has sprung a numerous progeny far and wide, For 
instance, Owen Nichards had four sons and 2 daughters, These again had lars 
fanklies. 31 grandchildren are living up to this date, November 23, 1576 and 
U; great grandchildren, My father's family was the smallest of the five, My 
mother died in childbirth at the age of 3), having twins. One lived six 


months and died, My mother was a large healthy person in the prime of life 


tt 


but called to leave a young family who needed a mother's care, My sister 
Polly aced 13 took charge of the house and did the best she could, We fared 
hard, a new farm, no schools, luxuries, pleasures, parties, no holidays except 
Christmas, New Years, Easter. No stationed minister in rrince Edward County 


The Rev. MeGlaughlin married my parents and baptized me when a child, He 
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was a Church of England minister and resided at Rath in irnestbown, so by 
birthrite I was a member of that church but my parents catechised their 
children, such as the Lord's Prayer, Ten Commandments, The Apostle's Creed, 
and some good moral lessons. First Honesty, second Truthfulness, third 
Punctuality, fourth Benevolence, fifth Industry, sixth Manliness, seventh 
Prudence, and above all that the Bible was true, to fear God and honcobk& the 
King, 

As there were no roads and the settlements were far apart we had no 


A 


schools and the children were taught at home to read 


and write, is many of 


the settlers were men of good learning some became teachers afterward. Then 
there was the want of books, The Dilworth Spelling book, The English Reac 
The New Testament, Johnson's Dietionary were our stock in store, but as the 
country settled times improved so that the third generation is well educated, 
Instead of the Indian trail or road we have highways fit for the finest 
carriage in the province, Instead of the old French Battow, we have steamers 
of the first class. Instead of the French post and log cabin we have forts, 
towns and cities, The County of Prince Edward was early settled, being 

nearly surrounded by water. In the absence of roads nearly any point could 

be reached by water, which abounded in all kinds of fish. The woods were 
filled with wild animals, Bears, Wolves and Deer. The woods and water offered 


great assistance sustaining the settlers until the land could be cleared, 


i) 


Potatoes and turnips were the first things to grow. A man by the name of Dyer 


Be 


brought a few potatoes from the States in a napsack and in two years he 
raised 600 bushels, The land being new was very productive, Two or three 
crops of wheat could be raised on the same ground in succession, There were 


no mills nearer than Kingston, There was plenty of wheat but of times no 


bread on account of the difficulty of getting the wheat ground. People 


THE RICHARDS FAMILY. 11 


lived in plain humble style. The pioneers were a hardy race, many being old 


1 


soldiers disbanded after the Revolutionary 


, ® 


War, Laking up land in Nova Scotia 


or Uoner Canada, 


My copy of Grandfathers Tale was the gift of Mr, Howard i. Fralick, a 
descendant of the Richards Family. To the above the following short items 


had been added, likely by him. 


John Church Richards was the son of Colonel Owen Richards who was buried 
in St. James Cemetery, Toronto, He was twice married, first to Sarah Spafford 
and after to Mary White, both of whom were of U. E, Loyalist descent, le 

dies Sept. 19th, 188), Three weeks after, October 13th, his wife Po}}}e (Mary 


OQ 


White) followed him, he having reached the advanced age of 9l; and she 68, 


This article was passed to me by Colonel Oliver John of Evanston, Dl., 


who was a son of Clara Bessie Fralick (John). Her mother Clarissa Richards 


L married John William Fralick, my great grandfather, in 1858. The typed 
original was tyned from the handwritten copy written by John Chureh Richards 


in 1875, 
(Shgned) 


Howard Ernest Pralick, 
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Grandfather's account of his ly is very revealing and presents a 
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statements about the early generations of his family, although very sketchy, 
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do confirm my interpretation of the French-American generations, because of 
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Guillaume (William), the soldier who came to Canada in 1665, served as first 
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commandant at fort Frontenac, and died in 1090 at the hands of the Iroquois, 
was evidently the grandfather of Jean Richard, the Loyalist an . Agent 


at Oswego, If we all agree with this interpretation thex mystery has been 
solved, 
There are a few references to the Hichards family in the Faldinand Paper 
) © being records of Naldimand's perio@ of service as governor of what has become 
the Canada of our time, It is evident that the Jean Fichard, the French alien 
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continued utler's until 1779, when he was | an Interpreter, 
IP AY met os 4 Ee ee 7 4 7R , ea x pie a ee ed wer peak Ok 
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revel Americans, After his release from the Service, he, with his wife and 
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ve children, settled gn the front of Fredericksburgh Township, Although 
he drew five thousand acres of land as a lieutenant, mostly in Prince ldward 
County, he remained in the third township, with periods of residence on 
Amherst island with his son, John, Jr, He died on th« and was buried 
there on 26 June, 1807. His wife, Elsie, died several years later, and was 
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DETROIT SOCIETY FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH AND THE 
BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION OF THE DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 


present as a bicentennial project 


GENEALOGY OF THE FRENCH FAMILIES OF THE DETROIT REGION 


by Fr Christian Denissen edited by Harold F. Powell PhD 


The genealogical material was collected by Fr Christian Denissen at the 
turn of the century and it was later organized by C M Burton into 26 volumes. 
Now this information has been put into the New England System and is pre- 
sented in 2 volumes of 800 pages each. The 1600 pages include 400 pages of index 
to 40,000 names for the period of 1701 to 1911. 


These families are traced from France to Quebec and on to the Detroit 
River Region which includes the St Clair River, Lake St Clair, and the Detroit 
River and down to Maumee Bay near Toledo, Ohio. The parish records were 
searched by Fr Denissen from Port Huron, Michigan and Sarnia, Ontario south 


to Monroe, Michigan and Amherstburg, Ontario. 


Publication date 11 Sep 1976. Only 500 copies will be printed. 


Pre publication price for 2 vols. is $25 hard cover. 


Regular price after publication date $35. 
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Enclosed is payment of $ for ______ copies of the 


GENEALOGY OF THE FRENCH FAMILIES OF THE DETROIT RIVER REGION 


Ship to: Name 
Address 


gS 


Make check payable to D.S.G.R.. Write your check for this order only 
Mail your order to: Detroit Society for Genealogical Research 
%Burton Historical Collection 


Detroit Public Library 
5201 Woodward Ave. 
Detroit, Mich. 48202 
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